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CHAPTER ONE 
INTRODUCTION

In t h i s  c h a p t e r  I w i l l  d i s c u s s  t h e  r e s e a r c h  prob l em,  

t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y ,  I b n  Mada? ' s  l i f e  and w o r k s ,  and t h e  

r ev i ew  o f  l i t e r a t u r e .

I .  The Problem

A f t e r  t h e  r e v e l a t i o n  o f  t h e  Qur?an and t he  so r e a d  of  

I s l a m ,  s e v e r a l  r e l i g i o u s ,  s o c i a l ,  and l i n g u i s t i c  f a c t o r s ^  

p r o m p t e d  a g r o u p  o f  g r a m m a r i a n s   ̂ t o  s t a r t  t h i n k i n g  o f  

s t a n d a r d i z i n g  t h e  Arab i c  l i t e r a r y  l anguage  by s e t t i n g  up 

i t s  r u l e s .  T hus ,  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  p h a s e , ^  wh i ch  s t a r t e d  

w i t h  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  a 1 - D u ? a 1 i ^  and h i s  s t u d e n t s ,  was a 

p r e f a c e  t o  t h e  f r u i t s  t o  grow t h r o u g h  t h e  works  o f  a 1-  

K h a l i l ^  (d. 177 /7 9 4 )  and  h i s  d i s c i p l e  S i b a w a y h i   ̂ (d.

188/805)  .

S i b a w a y h i  w r o t e  h i s  r e m a r k a b l e  book a 1 - k i t a b  'The 

Book’ i n  w h i ch  he s e t  up t h e  p r i m a r y  n o t i o n s  o f  A r a b i c  

g r am m at i ca l  r u l e s  and many of  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s ' ^  of  t h e  s t u d y
Q

of  Arab i c  grammar.  A f t e r  t h a t ,  a group o f  grammarians^  in 

Ba?ra  f o l l o w e d  Sibawayhi  and adop t ed  h i s  b a s i c  p r i n c i p l e s  

and  s t a r t e d  i l l u s t r a t i n g  h i s  t h e o r e t i c a l  c o n c e p t s  and 

p r a c t i c i n g  h i s  g r a m m a t i c a l  r u l e s .  M o r e o v e r ,  a g r o u p  o f  

g r a m m a r i a n s ^  i n  Kufa wh ic h  we re  l e d  by a l - K i s i ? i  (d.



189 /804)  s t a r t e d  t o  d i s p u t e  p o i n t s  o f  g r ammar^^  w i t h  t h e  

B a s r a n s ,  w h ic h  t h e n  c a u s e d  b o t h  s c h o o l s  t o  t r y  t o  u n i f y  

and c o d i f y  t h e i r  i n v e n t e d  r u l e s  and t o  p r e s e n t  t h e i r  

a rguments ,  p r o o f s ,  and s o u r c e s  o f  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  Arab i c  

l anguage .

The g r a m m a r i a n s  s t u d i e d  some g r a m m a t i c a l  f e a t u r e s  

l i k e  i*~ r  I b   ̂  ̂ ' c a s e  a n d  mood i n f l e c t i o n , '  ^ ama 1  ̂  ̂

' r e g e n c y , ' i dmâr^^ ' s u p p r e s s i o n , ' hadhf  ' d e l e t i o n , '  and 

m u t a ^ a l 1 i o â t ^^ ' s u s p e n d e r s . '  To e x p l a i n  t h e s e  phenomena,  

t h e y  a d o p t e d  some t h e o r e t i c a l  c o n c e p t s  su ch  a.  : i v a s  

' a n a l o g y , ' t a o d i r ^^ ' s u p p l e t i v e  i n s e r t i o n ,  ' ta*^ 1 i  1 ^^ ' t h e  

s eek ing  o f  m o t i v e s , ' and ijmSf_^® ' unanimous a g r e e m e n t . '

I bn  Madi?  a l - Q u r t u b i  (513 A-H. t o  593 A.H. /1118 A.D. 

t o  1196 A.D.), who was of  t h e  Zahi r i te^*^ s c h o o l ,  wro te  a 

book e n t i t l e d  a 1 - R  add  *^ala a 1 -Nuh% ' R e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  

G r a m m a r i a n s '  i n  w h i c h  he c r i t i c i z e d  some o f  t h e  

grammarians '  c o n c e p t s . H e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t  t h e  grammarians  

c o n f u s e d  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  grammar  on t h e  one hand  and t h e  

p r i n c i p l e s  of  f i g h ^^ ' j u r i s p r u d e n c e '  on t he  o t h e r .  Thus,  

f o r  Ibn Mada?, t h e  con t empo ra ry  g r ammat i ca l  sys tem of  h i s  

t ime had become b l e n d e d  w i th  s u p e r f l u o u s ,  u n n e c e s s a r y ,  and 

u s e l e s s  e l e m e n t s .

A c c o r d i n g l y ,  he w r o t e  h i s  book ,  R e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  

Grammar ians , w i th  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  p r ima ry  g o a l s  :



1. To g e t  r i d  o f  t h e  s u p e r f l u o u s  an d  u s e l e s s  

e l e me n t s  i n  t h e  grammar.

2. To s i m p l i f y  Arab i c  grammar.

3.  To p r e s e n t  g r a m m a r  w i t h o u t  r e g e n c y  a n d  

u n c on v i n c in g  a s s u m p t io n s .

4.  To a p p l y  a s u r f a c e  s t r u c t u r e  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  

s t u d y  of  Ara b i c  grammar,  i n  t h e  f a s h i o n  o f  t h e  Z a h x r i t e s .

To a c h i e v e  h i s  g o a l s ,  I bn  Madâ? f i r s t  c a l l s  f o r  t h e  

a b o l i t i o n  o f  (1) t h e  t h e o r y  of  t h e  ^ami l  ' r e g e n t '  from the  

s t u d y  o f  Arab i c  grammar;  (2) t h e  assuming of  i m p l i c i t  and 

u n n e c e s s a r y  words  and r e g e n t s ;  (3) t h e  a s s u m i n g  o f  a 1 - 

m u t a ^ a l l i a i t  ' s u s p e n d e r s ;  (4) t h e  a s sumpt ion  o f  a l - d a m a ? i r  

a 1 - m u s t a t i r a  ' imp 1 i c i t / h i d d e n  p r o n o u n s ’ ; (5) t h e  

u n n e c e s s a r y  ^ i 1a 1 ' r e a s o n s , '  n a m e l y ,  t h e  s e c o n d a r y  and 

t e r t i a r y  ones ;  and (6) a l l  made-up examples  which a r e  j u s t  

t h e o r e t i c a l  and a r e  n o t  used  i n  r e a l i t y  by n a t i v e  s p e a k e r s  

o f  A r a b i c .

Ibn Madi? a p p l i e s  h i s  method to  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  t o p i c s  

o f  Arab i c  grammar:

(1) a 1 - t a n i z u *̂ f I  a l - '^amal  ’c o n f l i c t  i n  r e s p e c t  t o  

go v e r n me n t '

(2) a l - i s h t i g h i l  ’s y n t a c t i c  d e f l e c t i o n '

(3) ' ^ a w i m i l  a l - a f * ^ i l  a 1 - m a n s u b a  ' r e g e n t s  o f

s u b j u n c t i v e  v e r b s '

( 4) a 1 - d a mi  ? i r  a 1 - m u s t a t i r a  ' i m p l i c i t / h i d d e n

o r o n o u n s '



I I .  The P r e s e n t  Study

Below I s h a l l  s p e c i f y  t h e  g o a l s ,  t h e  i m po r t an c e ,  and 

t h e  methodology  o f  t h i s  s t u d y .

A. Aims and Goal s  o f  t h e  P r e s e n t  Study

Th i s  s t u d y  aims a t  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  g o a l s :

1. P r e s e n t  and a n a l y z e  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  A r a b i c  

g r a m m a t i c a l  t h e o r y  t h r o u g h  i t s  f o u n d a t i o n  p h a s e  and  t h e  

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e  two m a j o r  s c h o o l s ,  n a m e l y  t h o s e  o f  

Basr a  and Kufa (See C h a p t e r  Two) .

2. A n a l y z e  some p r i m a r y  c o n c e p t s  o f  A r a b i c  g rammar  

a s  a d o p t e d  by t h e  m a j o r  s c h o o l s ,  su c h  a s  i ^ r i b  ' c a s e  and 

mood i n f l e c t i o n s , '  '^ama 1 ' r e g e n c y ,  ' t a q d i r  ' s u p p l e t i v e  

i n s e r t i o n  , '  ta"^ 1 i  1 ' r a t i o n a l  j u s t i f i c a t i o n s / r e a s o n s , '  and 

t h e  a l i k e  (Chap t e r  T h r e e ) .

3. P r e s e n t  and a n a l y z e  Ibn Mada?'s c r i t i c i s m  of  t he  

Arab grammar ians  (Chap te r  F o u r ) .

4. S t a t e  I b n  M a d i ? ' s  me thod  o f  s t u d y i n g  t h e  A r a b i c  

l anguage  w i t h o u t  r egency  (Chap t e r  Four ,  P a r t  I I I ) .

5. Compare and c o n t r a s t  Ibn Mada?'s i d e a s  w i th  t h o s e  

o f  t h e  o t h e r  Arab g r ammar i ans .

6. Examine t h e  o r i g i n a l i t y  o f  Ibn Madâ? ' s i d e a s  and 

p o i n t  o u t  t h e  p o s i t i v e s  o f  h i s  i d e a s  t o  t h e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  

o f  t h e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  A r a b i c  l a n g u a g e  ( C h a p t e r  F i v e , P a r t  

V) .



7. Cod i fy  Ibn Madi? ' s  t h e o r i e s  i n t o  a u n i f i e d  sys tem 

and  a p p l y  t h a t  t o  c e r t a i n  a s p e c t s  o f  A r a b i c  grammar  

(Chapt e r  Fou r ,  P a r t  I I I  and C h ap t e r  F iv e ,  P a r t  I I I . A ) .

8. E v a l u a t e  I bn  Mada? ' s  method  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  

s u r f a c e  s t r u c t u r e  a p p r o a c h ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h a t  o f  t h e  

g r a m m a r i a n s '  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  d e p e n d e n c y  grammar  ( C h a p t e r  

F o u r , P a r t  I V ) .

9. S t a t e  I b n  M a d i ? ' s  mos t  i m p o r t a n t  i d e a s  i n  t e r m s  

o f  d e s c r i p t i v e  grammar i n  c o n t r a s t  w i t h  t h e  g rammar i ans '  

p r e s c r i p t i v e  grammar (Chapt e r  F i v e ,  P a r t  V) .

B. The Impor tance  of  Th is  Study

The impor t anc e  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  can  be summarized 

as  f o l l o w s :

1. I t  w i l l  i n v e s t i g a t e  i n  d e t a i l  a l l  i d e a s  r e g a r d i n g  

t h e  a m b i g u o u s  p h a s e  o f  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  t h e  A r a b i c  

grammar b e f o r e  S ibawayhi .

2. Th is  s t u d y  w i l l  examine t h e  s o u r c e s  on which t he  

Arab g r a m m a r i a n s  d e p e n d e d  t o  i n v e n t  A r a b i c  g r a m m a t i c a l  

r u l e s  and  w i l l  show how t h e  i n v e n t e d  r u l e s  so m e t i m e s  

p r e s c r i p t i v e l y  c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  Arab i c  t e x t s .

3. I t  w i l l  compare and c o n t r a s t  t h e  Baçrans '  and t he  

KiTfans' m e t h o d o l o g i e s  and w i l l  show how t h e i r  p r i n c i p l e s  

and a p p ro a c h e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  B a s r a n s ' ,  were a f f e c t e d  by 

f i q h  ' j u r i s p r u d e n c e , '  ‘̂ i lm  a l - k a l a m  ' s c h o l a s t i c  t h e o l o g y ,  ' 

and l o g i c .



4. T h i s  s t u d y  w i l l  e xa m in e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  

a p p l y i n g  Ibn  Mada? ' s  a p p r o a c h ,  i n  c o n t r a s t  w i t h  t h e  

g r a m m a r i a n s , '  t o  p a r t i c u l a r  t o p i c s  o f  Arab i c  grammar.

5. I t  w i l l  t r y  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  grammar i ans '  app roach  

a s  we 1 1 a s  I bn  M a d l ? ' s  i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  some modern w e s t e r n  

l i n g u i s t i c  c o n c e p t s .  T h i s  may l e a d  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r  t o  

s u g g e s t  some p a r t i c u l a r  f u r t h e r  l i n g u i s t i c  c o m p a r i s o n s  

b e t w e e n  t h e  g r a m m a r i a n s  on one  hand  and  t h e  w e s t e r n

l i n g u i s t i c  s c h o o l s  on t h e  o t h e r .

6. From Ib n  M a d i ? ' s  c r i t i c i s m  and a r g u m e n t a t i o n  we 

c a n  d e t e r m i n e  t h e  c o u r s e  wh ic h  h i s  s y s t e m a t i z a t i o n  o f  a 

new grammar would t a k e ;

a .  The new grammar must  be s imple  and p l a i n .

b.  I t  must  be such t h a t  i t  w i l l  r e s p e c t  t h e  r e a l i t y

o f  speech  and convey t h e  meaning o f  t he  t e x t .

c.  The t e x t  comes f i r s t  and t hen  t h e  r u l e s  (not  v i c e  

v e r s a )  .

d .  A n y t h i n g  t h a t  i m p a i r s  l i n g u i s t i c  r e a l i t y  by 

i n t r o d u c i n g  an e x t r a  mea n ing  i n  i t  mus t  be s t r i c t  1 y

shu n n e d .

e .  The d e v i c e s  o f  r e g e n t  and o f  a s s u m i n g  i m p l i c i t  

forms must  be d i s c a r d e d .

f .  We mus t  a v o i d  s e c o n d a r y  and t e r t i a r y  r e a s o n s  i n  

e x p l a i n i n g  g r ammat i ca l  r u l e s  and f e a t u r e s .

g.  I n  a p p l y i n g  g i y a s ^^ ' a n a l o g y '  we must  d i s r e g a r d  

a l l  m ade -up  e x a m p l e s  wh ic h  a r e  j u s t  t h e o r e t i c a l  and n o t  

u sed  i n  r e a l i t y  by t h e  n a t i v e  s p e a k e r s  o f  A r a b i c .



h. And, f i n a l l y ,  t h e  t o p i c s  o f  Arab ic  grammar sh ou ld  

be  r e o r g a n i z e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  

g r a m m a t i c a l  c a t e g o r i e s  and n o t  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  *̂ ama 1 

' r e g e n c y . '

C. Methodology and P ro c ed u r e s  o f  t h e  Resear ch

To a c h i e v e  t h e  a im s  and t h e  g o a l s  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t

s t u d y ,  I w i l l  do t h e  f o l l o w i n g ;

1. S k e t c h  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  A r a b i c  grammar  and

g rammat i ca l  c o n c e p t s  ba sed  on an e x t e n s i v e  r e v i e w  o f  t he

w r i t i n g s  o f  t h e  Basr ans  and t h e  Kufans ,  as  w e l l  as  modern 

w e s t e r n  and Arab a n a l y t i c a l  s t u d i e s .

2. I w i l l  u t i l i z e  a l - B a n n a ' s  e d i t i o n  o f  Ibn Mada?'s 

book p r i m a r i l y  d e t e r m i n e  Ibn Madi? ' s  i d ea s  and c r i t i c i s m  

o f  t h e  A r a b  g r a m m a r i a n s .  I n  p r e s e n t i n g  b o t h  t h e  

grammarians '  and Ibn Mada?'s v i ew s ,  I w i l l  t r y  t o  e x p l a i n  

e v e r y  g r amm at i ca l  term w i t h  ample  examples  from c l a s s i c a l  

Arab i c  and from modern s t a n d a r d  Arab i c  as w e l l .

3. When I e v a l u a t e  t h e  g r a m m a r i a n s ’ method and Ibn  

Madi? ' s  in  l i g h t  o f  modern l i n g u i s t i c s ,  I w i l l  compare and 

c o n t r a s t  t h e  g r a m m a r i a n s '  r e g e n c y  a p p r o a c h  and modern 

d e p e n d e n c y  grammar  a s  i n  R o b i n s o n  (1970:250)  on t h e  one 

hand,  and Ibn Mada?'s t h e o r y  and t he  s t r u c t u r a l - f u n c t i o n a l  

a n a l y s i s  a s  i n  t h e  t ag m em i cs  o f  Cook ( 1 96 9 : 5 - 9 )  on t h e  

o t h e r .

T h i s  do es  n o t  mean,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  I c l a i m  t h a t  t h e  

grammarians  o r  Ibn Madi? were ahead of  modern l i n g u i s t s  in
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a d o p t i n g  p a r t i c u l a r  a p p ro a c h e s  (Chapt e r  Four ,  P a r t  IV);  on 

t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  my co n ce r n  w i l l  be t o  examine whe the r  t h e i r  

i d e a s  can be u n d e r s t o o d  i n  l i g h t  o f  modern l i n g u i s t i c s  or  

n o t , ' w h i c h  may l e a d  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r  t o  s u g g e s t  f u r t h e r
7 7

s t u d i e s  f o r  t he  f u t u r e .

I I I .  Ibn M a d a ? a l - Q u r t u b i : His L i f e  and Works

A. L i f e  o f  Ibn Mada?

Ibn  Ma^a? a l - Q u r t u b i ^ ®  (Ahmad b.  *^Abd a 1 -Rahman b.  

Muhammad b. Sa'^id b. '^Asim b. Madi? a l -L akh mi  a l - Q u r t u b i )  

was b o r n  i n  513 A.H. /1118 A.D. i n  C o r d o v a .  He mem or i ze d  

t h e  Qur?an and l e a r n e d  Ar ab i c  grammar,  l e x i c o g r a p h y ,  and 

l i t e r a t u r e  from Ibn Mashkawi l  and Ibn Sahnun.  He s t u d i e d  

s i b a w a y h i ' s  a 1 - k i t â b  'The  Book'  u n d e r  I bn  Rammak. He 

l e a r n e d  H a d i t h  ' t r a d i t i o n s , '  and  f i q h  ' j u r i s p r u d e n c e '  

under  t h e  judge  "^lyid,  a g r e a t  Moroccan Had i th  e x p e r t .  In 

a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a t ,  he s t u d i e d  *̂ i  1 m a 1 - k a  lam ' s c h o l a s t i c  

t h e o l o g y , '  m e d i c i n e ,  a r i t h m e t i c ,  and g e o m e t r y .  Hi s  

b i o g r a p h e r s  s t a t e  t h a t  he was,  however ,  most d i s t i n g u i s h e d  

i n  t h e  Arabic  l anguage  and grammar.

Thus,  most o f  Ibn Mada?'s e d u c a t i o n  was i n  A n d a l u s i a  

wh ic h  was ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  some p a r t s  o f  t h e  Maghrib u n d e r  

a l - m u r i b i t ln^® 'A lmorav id '  c o n t r o l .  Almoravid  g o v e r n o r s  

p r e f e r r e d  t he  M a i i k i  madhhab ' s e c t '  and t r i e d  t o  a v o i d  any 

s c h o l a r s  who we re  n o t  s p e c i a l i z e d  i n  t h e  p r i m a r y  and 

s e c o n d a r y  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h a t  s e c t .  At t h e  same t i m e .



t h e r e  was a no t he r  movemen t  w h i c h  had  b e en  f o u n d e d  i n  t h e  

Maghrib by  Ibn Tumart ,  n ame ly  a 1-muwahh i d i n  'Almohad. '®® 

Ibn Tumart  d i e d  i n  524 /1129 ,  u n s u c c e s s fu l  i n  h i s  a t t e m p t s  

t o  o ve r t h r o w  t he  A l mor av i d  gove rnmen t .  However,  ^Abd a 1-  

Mu?min b.  ^A1 i  (d . 55 8 / 1 1 6 2 )  was a b l e  t o  c o n t r o l  t h e

M a g hr i b  and  mos t  o f  A n d a l u s i a  and  so i s  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  

a c t ua l  f ound e r  o f  t h e  Almohad Dynas ty .

The  A l m oha d  g o v e r n o r s  d i d  no t  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  

s e c o n d a r y  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  t h e  Ma1 i k i t e s  ; on t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  

t h ey  b e l i ev e d  i n  t h e  Z a h i r i t e s  and,  t h us ,  s t a r t e d  c a l l i n g  

on t h e  pe op l e  t o  go b a c k  t o  t h e  o r i g i n s  o f  t h e  Q u r? an  and 

t h e  Sunnah  and  t o  a v o i d  t h e  d i s p u t e s  c r e a t e d  by  t h e  

fugaha?  ' j u r i s p r u d e n t s . '

Ibn Madâ?®^ go t  a k â t i b  ' w r i t e r '  p o s i t i on  i n  551/1155 

a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  Abd a 1 -Mu?min  b. A1 i , who o r d e r ed  h im to  

accompany h i s  son A l i  b.  Abd a l -Mu?min  t o  Fez . A f t e r  t h e  

d e a t h  o f  Abd a 1 -Mu?min b.  A l i  i n  5 5 8 / 1 1 4 9 ,  Yusu f  b .  Abd 

a l - M u? m i n  s e r v e d  a s  C a l i p h  un t i l  5 80 / 1 18 3 .  D u r i n g  t h a t  

pe r i o d  Ibn Madâ? r e tu r n e d  t o  An d a l u s i a  and was a s s i gne d  in 

563/  1167 a s  Shaykh t o  Abu I s ha q  Ib r a h i m  b.  Abd  a 1 -Mu?min  

who was t h e  g o v e r n o r  o f  C o r d o va .  A f t e r  t h a t ,  I bn  Mada? 

a cc ep t ed  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  j udge  o f  Bougie i n  most  p r o b a b l y  

569/1173.

In  571/1175,  I bn Mada? became q i d i  a l - j ama '^a^^  ' c h i e f
•  mii ■ -dtm— . ■

j udge* o f  t h e  A lmohads  and  s e rv ed  i n  t h e  same p o s i t i o n  

u n t i l  he  f e l l  i l l  i n  583/1186 and co u l d  no t  c on t i nue  h i s  

d u t i e s .  T h i s  had  Abu Ya‘"qub Yusuf  (became C a l i p h  i n  530
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